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GOD'S Word went forth in days of yore 
Unarmed with earthly power: 
The gates of hell before it fell 
In that triumphant hour. 
Like fire at His command, 
It spread through every land, 
Battling for truth and right, 
Down crumbled human might, 
Yea! kings bowed down before it. 


King Christ hath issued His commands, = 


_. By Him God made the heaven: | 
He built the world: by Him it stands i ) a 
E To Him all power is given. | | 
| Armed with the arms of light, ‘ fs 
He bids us wage the fight = 
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SS 
THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY IN NEED OF FUNDS. 


HE special attention of all the members, friends, and supporters of the American Bible 
Society is respectfully but earnestly invited to the following statement : 
The “Record” for May informed our friends that the receipts for the year closing 
March 31, 1903, were less by $74,000 (in round numbers) than for the preceding year, and 
considerably less than the average receipts for the preceding decade. The decrease was mainly 
in legacies, but not altogether so; individual gifts being more than $11,000 behind. 

We have therefore watched with keen interest and growing anxiety the receipts for the 
current year. We are now compelled to state that up to the first of December they are only 
about $10,000 in excess of what they were last year. Therefore, we have been compelled to 
draw again, and more deeply, upon the available funds hitherto held in reserve, and if the 
receipts for the remaining four months of the present fiscal year do not very largely increase, we 
will come out without a cent of available funds for current expenses---if, indeed, we escape debt. 

We are facing, therefore, a most serious question. This question affects not only the Society, 
but Christian missions, which are absolutely dependent upon its aid. This aid must in large measure 
be withdrawn unless we find relief. Must we dismiss our experienced Agents, whom it would be 
hard to replace, in China, in Turkey, in the Philippines---or, if not, what is the alternative? 
These are questions which must be decided by the responsible Managers of the Society. But 
let all our members, friends, and constituents realize that if they will come promptly to our relief 
now, and put into our hands the needed funds, in place of retrenching we may advance all along 
the line as we ought to do. 

In the name and for the sake of Christian missions, therefore, we appeal for enlarged gifts 
immediately. 

May God awaken His people to the urgency of the present situation. Is the Christian 
Chuch prepared to economize on the Bible? 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


ITH this issue the Record will appear now 
and hereafter at the first of the month instead 
of the third Thursday, as has been for a long 

time past our custom. The December receipts will be 

published in the February Record, the January receipts 
in March, and so on. We trust and believe that the 
change to the first of the month—the natural and 
“usual time with other publications—will be accept- 
able to our readers. 


1 \ 7E call special attention to two important 
7 letters published on the next page. They 

indicate the attitude officially taken toward 
‘the observance of Bible Sunday by the ecclesiastical 


authorities of two great churches—the Protestant _ 


Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church South. We 
cannot but hope that these cordial and earnest recom- 
mendations will have their weight, not only with the 
churches which they severally represent, but with the 
general body of the American churches, and that 
there will be other letters like them speedily issued. 


HE Rev. Mr. Ross again calls attention to 

our need of good hymns for Bible Society 

purposes. We have pleasure in reproducing 
on the inside cover page an admirable hymn written | 
years ago by the Rt. Rev. W. Boyd Carpenter, Bishop 
of Ripon. The old fire of Luther’s matchless hymn 
seems to glow in his fervid lines. 
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NE of our best-known, thorough workers in the 
() translation, and the distribution of the Bible 
as well, is Mrs. A. E. W. Robertson, of Mus- 
cogee, Ind. Ter. She has spent her life in missionary 
work, and inherits an interest in the Indian peoples 
of this country from her father, the Rev. Dr. Wooster, 
a beloved missionary worker who has passed to his 
reward. A recent letter from Mrs. Robertson shows 
that even a holiday with her is a day of sacred 
service: 

“A part of the forenoon of my Thanksgiving Day 
was spent in trying to explain such verses as one of 
them gave me from the Creek Testament to two 
Seminole ministers who-do not understand English. 
A son of one of them, in his teens, was with them, for 
whom his father had recently secured a place in our 
Henry Kendall College, so I hope all three of them 
may have been helped. They did not find time for 
more when they came again, as they wanted to, so I 
told them to send other verses which they wanted 
explained in writing, which they thought they would 
do. My heart is filled with pity for them when I 


THE CELEBRATION 


HE following letters from Bishop Tuttle, of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and Bishop Can- 
dler, of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 

will be of great interest: 


DECEMBER 11, 1903. 


Corresponding Secretary American Bible Society. 
New York City : 


Rev. and Dear Brother: 


I have yours of November 30, advising of the com- 
ing celebration of the Centennial Anniversary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, on March 6 next, 
and of the desire of your American Society to promote 
co-operation in the observance of said day as a 
Universal Bible Sunday. 

I ask leave to express my hearty approval and 
earnest sympathy in your plan. 

Your own Society has done unmeasurable good in 
the revolving years in its provision and distribution 
of millions of copies of the precious written Word of 
God. 

‘For the two Societies to combine and co-operate 
in the observance of the coming anniversary will 
make manifest, and along the highest line of Christian 
faith, another proof of that unity and harmony of 
the English-speaking BeOpies which is of inestimable 
value to the world, 

May I suggest that you get from Mr. T. Whittaker, 
in your own building, a copy of our “Church Alma- 
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think how little they have that they can read, and | 
especially how little of the Old Testament.” 


GAIN the call to prayer comes to the Christian 
A churches on the invitatiqn of the Evangelical 
Alliance. The week, January 3 to 10, 1904, is 
designated for united and universal prayer, continuing 
the custom which has now prevailed for more than 
half a century under many denominations of Chris- 
The following topics are suggested by the 
Committee: 
Sunday—Sermons on the Kingdom of God. ; 
Monday—The Warrant, Privilege and Power of 
Prayer. r 
Tuesday—The Church of Christ. 
Wednesday—All Nations and Peoples. 
Thursday—Missions, Home and Foreign. 
Friday—The Family and the School. 
Saturday—The Enthronement of Christ on Earth. 
Sunday—Sermon on the Holy Spirit. 
These topics afford full scope for Christian medita- — 
tion, fellowship, and united intercession before the 
throne of the Heavenly Grace. 


tians. 


OF BIBLE SUNDAY. 


nac,” and then kindly send a communication to each 
of our eighty or more Bishops, whose addresses you © 
will find therein. ) 
I pray you make to the Board of anager of your © 
Society my grateful acknowledgments for their kind 
communication, and I beg you to believe me, 
Faithfully and fraternally your brother, 
DANIEL S.: TUTTLE, 
Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America. 


» A Call from the Bishops. r 


HROUGH the American Bible Society we have } 
been officially informed of the purpose of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, the oldest 

of the existing Bible societies, to celebrate on the 
7th of March, 1904, the one hundredth anniversary ; 
of its organization, and of its wish to have Sunday, 
March 6, 1904, observed as “ Bible Day ” throughout 
the world. ; 
The 7th of March, 1904, will forever remain as an 
epochal day in the history of the Christian religion, 
as the day on which the effort to give the Word of 
God to all nations in their own languages an 
dialects took organized and permanent form. In 
recognition of this fact the Protestant bodies ° 
Christendom have been requested to unite in this 
centennial celebration of the event, and with one 
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consent they are agreeing to participate in this world- 
wide observance of “ Bible Day” on March 6, r904— 
the Sunday nearest to March 7th. 

We commend most heartily to the ministers and 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South 
the observance of the day: Let the services in the 
churches be such as may be appropriate to the cele- 
bration of so great an event. The day will furnish 
most favorable opportunity for discourses exhibiting 
the blessed triumphs of the Holy Scriptures in all 
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3 
lands and strengthening the faith of our people in 
the divine authority of that Word, the entrance of 
which giveth light. It will also be a suitable occasion 
for making offerings, to be devoted to the increased 
circulation of the Bible among the people who have 
it not both in our own and other lands. 

By order of and on behalf of the Bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

W. A, CANDLER, 

Secretary of the College of Bishops. 


WHERE ENGLAND’S MORNING STAR BRIGHTLY SHONE. 
By Rev. G. H. ‘Trever, D.D. 


W- make room for the following article from 
the Apworth Herald, as of special interest 

at the present time, when the English Bible 
is under discussion. The article is too long to be 
quoted entire. We are indebted to the editor for its 
use, and for the pictures accompanying it. 

Ona day almost divine, when England’s skies for 
once were blue and full of light, a couple of cyclists 
approached a Leicestershire village—cyclists, but 
not just now both a-wheel. One of the “‘ bikes” was 
for the nonce on the sick-list. So, from the little 


the fragrance from wild roses in the hedge, and 
the scent of new-mown hay filling the air, Prof. 
D. O. Kinsman and the writer traversed the three 
or four miles from the railway station to the Eng- 
lish hamlet which was the object of our quest. 
A common rural village, with its streamlet and 
old stone bridge; its parish church, humble enough, 
by the side of hundreds of others, not to speak 
of the magnificent minsters; its small village green 
and quaint, narrow streets. What does this little 
town offer to attract the wanderer? It does not 
draw many. It might well draw more. 


THE RIVER SWIFT AT LUTTERWORTH. 


-railway,station at Ullesthorpe, one of the pilgrims 
rode ahead a mile, and then sat down on the grass or 
under the hawthorn hedge until his partner caught 
up, pushing his disabled machine, loaded with the 
baggage. Then the second man would ride while 
the other trudged. 

Thus along the perfect; British turnpike, with ver- 


ure and Beauty below,'brightness and beauty above, © 


The first conspicuous object tells ihe purpose of 
our pilgrimage. It isa new monument, standing on 
the village green. Just over the wall, in full view, is 
the church tower. 

The monument is a plain stone shaft upon a ter- 
raced pedestal. We approach to read the inscrip- 
tions: “John Wicliffe, born 1324, died 1384. Rector 
of Lutterworth from 1374-84. Erected in the six- 


4 BisLtE Society RECORD 


tieth year of the reign of her most gracious Majesty, 
Queen Victoria; June, 1897.” Here is the secret of 
our visit. This is what should make every thoughtful 
tourist, every hater of superstition and tyranny, every 


THE WYCLIFFE MONUMENT. 


lover of freedom and truth, every man who acknowl- 
edges a debt tothe English Bible, every Methodist 
from any land, leave unvisited, if he must, some other 
place of greater pretense and direct hither his pil- 
grim feet. Here, for ten years, did England’s “ Morn- 
ing .Star”’ brightly shine. Blessed be the peaceful 
shades of Lutterworth for housing such a man; for 
furnishing hima safe retreat in which to work for God 
and man, and a quiet spot in which todie! And 
blessed be the beloved and loving people who hung 
upon his words, and by their loyal sympathy com- 
forted his weary heart! 

The monument has other inscriptions in excellent 
taste: “The Morning Star of the Reformation ;” 
“The first translator of the Bible into the English 
language;”’ “Search the Scriptures; ” ‘‘The entrance 
of thy Word giveth light;” “Be followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the prom- 
ises;” “Be thou faithful unto death.” A worthy 
shaft in honor of a great soul, a monument that shall 
teach for ages in silent eloquence the lesson of his 
life ! 

But let us pass on to the church of St. Mary, in 
which for ten arduous years his mighty messages 
were delivered. There are comparatively few like it 
in England. It is of the style that prevailed in the 
century betore Wycliffe’s day. The material is cob- 
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ble flints. The walls in some places are six feet 
thick. We can see, with the soul’s eye, the women 
of old paying their church tithes by carrying in their 
aprons the little stones with which to build this house 
of God. 

From the cottage hard by we fétch the sexton. For 
a threepenny tip he will gladly show us round. He is 
voluble to-day. It is all too evident that his brain has 
been excited and his tongue set on a pivot by imbib- 
ing of the bowl that inebriates. However, under his 
guidance we must go, or we may not go at all. So, 
while our ears are filled with his continual chatter, we 
enter with him the humble church. 

It shows plainly the toothmarks of time. It has 
nothing magnificent in architecture; no gorgeous 
windows like those of York Minster, no wealth of 
monuments, no long line of illustrious names. Its 
only boast is the one great name of Wycliffe. But 
that one name is great enough to shed glory over it 
for many an age. How different the feelings here 
from those aroused in Westminster Abbey! In that 
British temple of fame the mind wanders from name 
toname, from monument to monument, overwhelmed 
with riches of glory. But here, in the little parish 
church of Lutterworth, the whole sensibility is cen- 
tered on one illustrious name. 

There, over the chancel, are some ancient frescoes. 
Seven hundred years have not been able to efface 
them. For many an age they were covered with 
plaster—so says the sexton—but were discovered 
when the church was renovated, some thirty-four 
years ago. They represent the resurrection and the 
judgment. The literal corpse theory of the resurrec- 
tion, in its crudest form, evidently had the artist’s 
allegiance, for he has pictured bones and skulls flying 
to meet each other in the air, to ert the ‘same old 
skeletons again. 

On the side walls are other frescoes. We see the 
weak and unfortunate Richard II looking down at 
us, and his mighty uncle, old John of Gaunt, sturdy 
upholder of plain English liberty in church and state, 
and Wycliffe’s strong defender through many a stormy 
year. 

On the vestry wall is a portrait of the great re- 
former. .A face old for its years, with waving beard, 
lips firmly set, large nose ; under his Oxford cap eyes | 
deepset and steady—depth and strength in the whole _ 
aspect of the man. In that old pulpit he preached. 
In his time it was a three-decker. It is now cut _ 
down and placed upon a modern base, of which — 
nothing but the panels are old. My companion man- — 
aged to filch a modern wire nail, to carry away as a 
relic 

In this, his throne of power, Wycliffe was ee 
when “heaven’s usher of the white rod” touched him, 
to escort him to his coronation. On this little table, ‘| 
eight hundred years old, he was wont to write. From 
this other, five hundred years old, he administered 
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the holy communion to his beloved jflock. With 
pride our loquacious sexton assures us that for the 
writing table an enterprising Yankee offered $50,000, 


and for the communion-table another commercial, or, 
perhaps, devout relic hunter from America, was anx- 


ious to pay $150,000. “ But they are not for sale at any 


| price; no, sir!’ 


There, too, is the dark, carved oaken chair, more 


| strong than beautiful—type of his own strong heart of 


; 
| 
: 
i 
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' 
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. 


| 


) 
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oak! In this chair he was carried from his church, 
like a wounded warrior from the field of battle. 
Silently, stealthily, swiftly, Death’s messenger, paral- 
ysis, had come to beckon him aloft. That tattered 
chasuble, carefully preserved now in a glass case, but 
eaten away by time, he wore regularly. A very shred 
of it hundreds would beg, or, at great cost, purchase, 
for memory’s sake. 

Ejected from his mastership of Canterbury Hall at 
Oxford, Wycliffe came, in 1374, as rector to Lutter- 
worth. In Oxford he had been the new sensation. 
Into his lecture-halls had flocked not only multitudes 
of the best blood of England, but nobles as well from 
Paris, Germany, Holland, Bohemia—yes, and even 
from Spain. He had dared to speak out against the 
proud pretensions of Rome; against the supreme 
pontifi’s claim to supremacy over the nations in mat- 


ters of civil government; against that swarm of 
“holy” parasites, the mendicant friars, who, filthy, 


lazy, superstitious, greedy, like the locusts or Egypt, 


-ate up every green 


thing, and had made 
_all England loath their 


_ pudent ignorance, and 


_ against confessions and 
_ pardons which Chaucer 
_had satirized in his por- 
(trait of the 
_ doner ”’— 


' cliffe had lifted a brave 


obtrusive sanctimony, 
beggarly squalor, im- 


proselyting bigotry; 


**Par- 


“That streit was comen 
from the court of Rome, 


His wallet lay before him 
on his lappe, 


Bret full of pardons come 
from Rome all hot.” © 

_ Against these and 

other abuses John Wy- 


English voice. He had 
declared the essential 
principle of Protestant- 
ism—that there cometh 
no pardon but from God, and that this may not be 


bought or sold by chattering priests. One has writ- 


en: “Rome heard that voice rolling its thunders 
lown the Alps, and ‘mumbled its fangless jaws in 
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silence.” But those jaws were as yet by no means 
fangless. Nor was Rome silent long. She soon suc- 


ceeded in ousting him from his throne of power in 
Canterbury Hall. 

But she could not silence him. He came to Lut- 
terworth. Here, step by step, he moved forward to 
the position of advanced Protestantism. Freely and 
boldly he attacked one abuse after another. Darkly 
rolled above his head the storm-cloud of papal wrath, 
and loud the muttering thunders rose. Emancipated 
more and more from all belief in the authority of 
popes ; appealing to reason and Scripture; resolved 
to place this living Word of God in the hands of the 
plain people, in their own speech; proclaiming that 
salvation is not of works, but of faith; preaching the 
royal priesthood of all believers; denouncing’ the 
dogma of transubstantiation, he stirred not only his 
own little village, but the whole nation,’and the world 
as far as Rome itself. 

His mouth must be stopped. Three years after 
coming to Lutterworth he is summoned to answer 
for himself before the convocation of London in St. 
Paul’s. He comes back unscathed. Rome fulmi- 
nates her bulls. They are hurtless. Summoned 
again to London, though weak in body, he makes 
written answer, retracts nothing, and returns again 
unharmed, and more famous than ever. 

Standing there before the altar, we seem to behold 
him. Itis the last Sunday of 1384. He is conduct- 


INTERIOR OF LUTTERWORTH CHURCH. 


ing divine worship; some say administering the 
Lord’s supper. The last twenty years of his life at 
least have been days of storm and stress. Every year 
has been a war, every month a campaign, every day — 


6 BrsLE SocriETY RECORD 


a battle, and every battle a victory! But the 
time of peace has come. The angel’s shining 
finger is beckoning him home. Gladly he 
obeys. Borne in that old chair from his 
beloved church, through that side door, he 
has three days of heavenly calm before his 
ascension. His soul overflows with gladness. 
A celestial light is on his face. He seems to 
breathe the air of Beulah Land. As the old 
year is slowly dying, “he enters upon the 
eternal years amid the solemn troops and 
‘sweet societies of the true and the brave on 
high.” To his burial place in the chancel 
where we stand, devout men carried his tired 
body for its final rest. 

Now, led by a Judas, a rascally rabble 
enters the church. With gibes and curses 
they search out the bones of him whom they 
call “a damned and obstinate heretic,’’ make 
a funeral pyre upon the bridge that spans the little 
river Swift, fling the hero’s body upon it, and 
throw the ashes into the stream, that they may 
defile English soil no longer! But, as Words- 
worth sings, there comes a voice which says to the 
brook : % 
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WYCLIFFE MEMORIAL IN LUTTERWORTH CHURCH. 


‘¢ Ag thou these ashes, little brook! wilt bear 
Into the Avon, Avon to the tide 
Of Severn, Severn to the narrow seas, 
Into main ocean they, this deed accurst 
An emblem yields to friends and enemies, 
How the bold teacher’s doctrine, sanctified 
By truth, shall spread, throughout the world dispersed.” 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT, : 


THE BIBLE IN CHINA. 

‘HE Centenary of the British and Foreign Bible 

. Society is creating an admirable literature, 

which will be of permanent value to all inter- 

ested in the circulation of the Scriptures. The British 
and Foreign Bible Society is issuing a large number 
of pamphlets, describing the various phases of their 
work, 
We make room this month for a considerable ex- 
tract from one of them, describing the work in China. 
It will be read with keen interest by.all who know 
the greatness of the problem that confronts us in the 
Middle Kingdom. 

China is the greatest mission field in the world. 
This immense empire, teeming with cities and towns 
and villages well nigh innumerable, includes a quarter 
of the whole human race. China embodies the most 
ancient of civilizations. Its people have spread their 
laws and literature and art and religion across east- 


ern Asia. They still regard Europeans as altogether: 


inferior to themselves. And we must remember that 
‘China cannot but exert an enormous influence over 
the future of mankind. 


Confucius Had No Gospel. 
| The teaching of Confucius has dominated the 
thought of the people for more than two thousand 


- Chinese. to-day practically amounts to little more than 


years, and has filled the land with its schools and its 
literature. But Confucius had no gospel to proclaim, 
and his writings are no substitute for the Scriptures. 
The Chinese classics are considered by Chinese 
scholars to be the fountain of wisdom and truth; but 
they have given no understanding of the beneficent 
nature and gracious purposes of the Creator, have 
shed no light on man’s destiny, and have brought to 
him neither comfort nor hope. 


Taoism and Buddhism. 


Confucianism has been supplemented by Taoism | 
and Buddhism, and these sects have covered the 
provinces with their temples fand filled the temples - 
with their gods; but in all the weary round of idola- 
trous festivals and priestly ceremonies the people 
have found no way of escape from their sorrows and 
their sins, On the contrary,"these things have but 
multiplied their superstitions and added to their fears. 
For after all these centuries the real religion of the 


the worship of ancestors and fear of evil spirits, 
Lofty ideals of personal conduct and! elaborate codes 
of social duties have been set forth, but even amongst 
the most enlightened class there is little effort to 
realize the one or to fulfill the other. Their morality 
is without vitality, and their religion without] intelli- 
gence. . ; ‘ 
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A Land of Literature. 


The facts themselves, when understood, form an 
irrestible appeal. There is no remedy but the spread 
of light and truth—the light and truth of divine reve 
lation—and for this China has been prepared in an 
exceptional way. From the earliest times literature 
has been honored, and books have been the chief 
means employed in teaching the people. The “four 
precious things ” in China are paper, the‘camel’s-hair 
brush, ink, and the ink-stone on which the ink is 
rubbed down into paint. Chinese boys generally go 
to school—too often, however, without learning to 
read intelligently. 
difficulty of the written character, a large proportion 
of men, at any rate inthe cities, are more or less edu- 
cated. Men of letters form the Chinese aristocracy 
and fill all the offices of State. It is a remarkable 
tact that Confucianism has never had a preacher, and 
has no preacher to-day. The doctrines of the great 
sage have been preserved and propagated by means 
of books: In sucha country, therefore, the Book of 
books would seem to have a mission of its own, and 
its widespread distribution to be one of the most 
effective methods of bringing to China’s many millions 
the untold blessings of liberty and life. 


Early Translations. 

_ The famous inscribed tablet of Singan in the 
Province of Shensi records that Nestorian mission- 
aries from Persia brought “the true Sacred Books ” 
into China as early as A.D. 635. The inscription 
goes on to say that “the Scriptures were translated 
and churches were built” ; but not even a fragment of 
this ancient version has come down to the present 
day. About seven centuries later, when the Mongols 
had conquered China, a Mongolian version ot the 
New Testament and Psalms was made by a Franciscan 
monk, John de Monte Corvini. But this version has 
also disappeared. The Mongolian Bible now used 
by missionaries of both the Russian and the Protes- 
tant Churches is the version made by Swan and 
Stallybrass; the cost of translating and printing it 
was borne by the Bible Society. 


| Translations by Early Roman Catholic Missionaries. 


The next important step in the history of Christian 
missions in China was the arrival in the sixteenth 
century of Jesuit missionaries. It is not the policy 
of the Roman Church to give the Bible freely to her 


converts, and it is not surprising therefore that the 


4 
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ablest of these pioneers turned their attention rather 


to the translation of works on mathematics and 


metaphysics. Yet for all this, during the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries partial translations of the 
Scriptures were made. For example, a Lectionary, 
ith an extended Commentary, was put into Chinese 

y Emanuel Diaz in 1636; and this, with similar 
orks giving the substance of He Gospels and of the 


‘ 4 
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But in spite of the extraordinary - 
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leading historical narratives of the Old Testament, 
were printed at various times. Copies or reprints of 
these books are still occasionally found in the posses- 
sion of old Roman Catholic families in Peking. 

But whilst recognizing the value of these transla- 
tions, it must frankly be said that during the two cen- 
turies of their exclusive occupation of the country 
the Jesuits certainly did not make the Scriptures 
available for the people at large. To Protestant mis- 
sionaries was left the honor of giving the Bible to the 
Chinese. 

The Discovery of China, 


When the Bible Society was tounded China was no 
longer a country known only in the vague outline of 
medizval story, or merely by its silks and tea and 
porcelain. By the end of the eighteenth century 
Europe had begun to realize not only the vast pro- 
portions of this ancient empire, but also the peculiar 
features of its civilization, and the characteristics of 
its social and religious life. But it was not until the 
embassy of Lord Macartney in 1792 that anything 
like a general interest in China was awakened in 
Great Britain. That friendly mission, was, at the 
time, regarded as an event of considerable importance; 
whilst the “pomp and circumstance ” with which it 
was carried out, and the marked consideration with 
which it was received by the Court at Peking, made 
a deep impression on the public mind. 

More to the purpose from our present point of 
view, was the awakening of a concern for China on 
the part of those who were interested in the spread 
of the Gospel. Six years before the formation of the 
Bible Society, the Rev. W. W. Moseley, a Noncon- 
formist minister, issued a circular advocating “the 
establishment of a Society for translating the Holy 
Scriptures into the language of the most populous 
Oriental nations. . . . Tillthe Scriptures,” he wrote, 
“are translated . . . andcirculated among them, the 
three hundred and thirty millions of China .. . will 
continue to sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, and to perish for want of knowledge.” 


A Chinese Bible Impossible. 

Incredible as it may now appear, it was objected by 
several distinguished persons—amongst them being 
Sir William Jones, the learned author of Asiatic 
Researches, and Mr, Charles Grant, a prominent 
director of the East India Company—that the charac- 
ter of the Chinese language was such as “‘not to 
admit of any translation being made into it ”! 
from being deterred by this ‘‘ bold assertion of impos- 


‘sibility,’? Mr. Moseley determined to persevere, and 
he “ had the unspeakable pleasure of finding in the 


British Museum a manuscript in the Chinese language 
totally unknown to the public. This, though lettered 
Quatuor Evangelia Sinice, proved to be on examina- 
tion a Harmony of the Evangelists, the Acts, and all 
St. Paul’s Epistles.” Mr. Moseley urged that copies 


So far — 


- 
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of this translation should at once be printed and sent 
out to China. 


The Bible Society Begins Its Foreign Work with China. 


When the Bible Society came into existence this 
British Museum MS, was made a matter of immediate 
inquiry. It was ascertained that the cost of printing 
and binding 1,000 copies would be about two guineas 
per copy. The Committee also realized that they 
must obtain further evidence as to the value of the 
translation and the possibility of circulating the books 
in China, even if it were decided to print them. 
Nevertheless, though these early discussions led to no 
definite action, they yet marked a distinct advance. 
The religious needs of China and the responsibility 
of the Christian Church had been recognized as never 
before. 


Marshman’s Vetsion. 

Robert Morrison, the pioneer missionary to China, 
was sent out in 1807 by the London Missionary 
Society for the special purpose of translating the 
Scriptures. Yet, strange to say, the first complete 
Bible in Chinese was not published in China, but 
tame from the Baptist Mission Press at Serampore in 
india. This was the version of Marshman and Lassar. 
The New Testament appeared in 1816, and the whole 
Bible was completed in 1822. 


Morrison’s Version. 

Contemporaneous with the labors of Marshman and 
Lassar in India were the labors of Robert Morrison 
in China. Morrison, who had commenced the study 
of the language before leaving England, reached Can- 
ton in the autumn of 1807, bringing with him a copy 
of the British Museum MS. Morrison had expected 
obstacles, and he found himself surrounded by them 
from the beginning. Two years after his arrival he 
was glad to make his position more secure by accept- 
ing the post of translator in the establishment of the 
East India Company. But even then he had much to 
endure from the intolerance of the Chinese. “We 
have to learn in secret, and have often had to hide 
our books and papers. My assistants have again and 
again run from me through fear. . . . Learning their 
language the Chinese do not allow. Hence our diffi- 
culty.” But with unwearying patience and diligence 
Morrison had made such progress in three years as to 
feel justified in commencing his work on the Scrip- 
tures. ; 

Morrison’s first book, the Acts of the Apostles, was 
printed in Chinese fashion trom wooden blocks in 
1810. The New Testament was finished in 1814, and 
the Old Testament five years later, though the print- 
ing was not completed till 1823. In the translation 
_ of the Old Testament Morrison had the assistance of 
his colleague, the Rev. W. Milne, who had joined him 
in 1813, but who, on account of the opposition of the 
Chinese, had been pbliged to take up his residence in 
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Malacca, where the greater part of the printing was 
carried on. 


Splendid Achievement, but Not Lasting Work. 


These versions of Marshman ,and Morrison were 
splendid achievements, but it was inevitable that they 
should be marked by immaturity. Of both it may, 
however, be said, that if they did not realize the aim 
of their translators, they yet were faithful and clear 
enough to make the Truth accessible to sincere 
inquirers, and were instrumental in shedding the light 
of the Gospel where the darkvess of heathenism had 
hitherto reigned supreme. Both of these undertak- 
ings had the liberal support of the Bible Society, 
which expended £10,000 on Morrison’s version alone. 
The Serampore translators received subsidies on an 
equally generous scale. 


The Delegates’ Version. 


We may pass over the revisions and experimental 
versions which were made, also at the cost of this 
Society, during the twenty five years which followed 
the publication of Morrison’s Bible. A new epoch 
for Christian work in China opened in 1842, when by 
the treaty of Nanking five ports were opened to trade 
and the island of Hongkong was ceded to Great 
Britain. Delegates were appointed, representing all 
Protestant missionaries in China, to prepare a new 
translation of the Bible, and the successful result of 
their efforts—the ‘‘ Delegates”? version—was pub- 


lished in 1850-53. Like other translations, this too | 


has its defects ;-but its scholarly renderings, its ele- 
gant and appropriate language, and the classic beauty 
of its style, secured for it a favorable impression, and 
gave to it a place which after fifty years of constant 
use it still retains. 

Another version, made by Dr. Bridgman and Dr. 
Culbertson, who withdrew from the Committee of 
Delegates, was issued by the American Bible Society. 
Later, Dr. Griffith-John prepared a translation of the 


whole Bible, which was printed by the National Bible — 


Society of Scotland, and has had a very large circula- 
tion. Bishop Burdon and Dr, Blodget also prepared 
a revision of the New Testament; the Bible in the 
same style has been translated by Bishop Schere- 
schewsky. 


The Language Difficulty. 


These versions were all in the literary or classical j 


style. But as the missionaries came into closer con- 
tact with the Chinese and found themselves under the 
happy necessity of instructing a growing number of 


church members and adherents, it was brought home 


~~ = 


to them that a literary, or, as it is called, a Wenli 


version of the Scriptures, suitable for fastidious 


scholars was far from suitable for the unlettered men 
and women who composed the majority of their 


converts. 
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Written but Not Spoken. 


The literary or written language of China, it must 
be remembered, though used in the Chinese classics 
and standard books and taught in all schools, and 
read by all scholars throughout the empire, is not 
the speech of any section of the people. Wendi is 
really a script, not a spoken language. It appeals to 
the eye and not tothe ear. If a man in Canton were 
to read a sentence from the Wen/z Bible in the hear- 
ing of a man from Peking, he would not understand 
a word ot it; hut show him the book and he would 
understand it at once. This may be illustrated by 
the Arabic numerals, They have the same arithmeti- 
cal value all over Europe. But in each country they 
are represented by different sounds. 


Vernacular or Colloquial Versions. 


Accordingly there have been added to the literary 
or Wendi versions of the Scriptures already referred 
to, not only versions in a simpler or modified literary 
style (“Easy Wendi”), but others in the principal ver- 
naculars or spoken languages of the people. The 
necessity and value of these colloquial versions is 
proved not only by their steadily increasing number, 
but by the place they have secured for themselves 
among Chinese Christians. Regarded at first with 
dislike, and criticized as departures from good taste 
and immemorial practice, they now appear to be 
gradually but surely displacing the Wez/ versions in 
the widening circle of communicants and inquirers. 
Nor is this surprising when it is considered that they 
give the Bible to the people in their mother tongue 
and in the language of daily life. 

The Mandarin versions—by far the most important 
of them all—have had an immense circulation; for 
Mandarin, in one or other of its varieties, is the 
spoken language of three fourths of the whole popu- 
lation of China—that is, of some three hundred 
million people. The other vernaculars are used in 

' much more restricted areas, and yet, taken together, 
they represent the common speech of about eighty 
millions. Unlike the Mandarin, which from its semi- 
literary character circulates freely amongst non- 


- Christians, and is used largely in colportage, the Ning- 


po, the Foochow, the Amoy, and the remainder of the 
vernacular versions have scarcely any circulation out- 
side the Christian Church. 


The Use of Roman Letters. 


One noteworthy feature in these versions is the use 
of Roman letters. For the Mandarin and severa] 
others the Chinese characters suffice ; but for the 
majority it has been found expedient to use our 
simpler phonetic symbols. The ease with which the 
unlettered can learn to read these ‘‘ Romanized ” 
editions of the Scriptures has not only completely 
-allayed the natural prejudice against a “foreign” 
‘ system, but has also opened the treasures of God's 
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Word to the woman and the child, to the field-laborer. 
the artisan, and many others to whom the Bible in 
ordinary Chinese characters would be practically a 
sealed book. The fact that between fifty and sixty 
thousand “ Romanized ” volumes have been printed 
since 1890 shows what a distinct need they have 
supplied. 


The “Union ” Vetsions. 


In 1890 a memorable missionary conference was 
held at Shanghai, representing 1,300 missionaries of 
many nationalities and communions at work in China. 
It was then unanimously decided to prepare Union 
standard versions of the Chinese Scriptures. Com- 
mittees were appointed—(r) to revise the “Delegates” 
version, which is in Classical Wendi; (2) to prepare 
a new translation in Easy Wen/i; (3) to revise the 
Mandarin version ; (4) to watch over the production 
of other vernacular versions ; and (5) to watch over 
the preparation of versions for the blind. The cost 
of preparing and printing these versions will be borne 
jointly by the American Bible Society, the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, and the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. Unforseen hindrances have delayed ~ 
progress; but it is hoped that the New Teatament 
will soon be ready in Wenz, in Easy Wendi, and in 
Mandarin. When the whole Bible is complete in 
these three forms, something like finality will be 
secured for many years to come. 


THE LATEST NEWS FROM COLOMBIA. 


UR readers will, no doubt, be glad to read a 
letter, just received, from the Rev. Joseph Nor- 
wood, the Society’s Agent for Venezuela and 

Colombia. It enables us to realize the inconveni- 
ences and pain of travel in these countries, and 
throws an interesting sidelight on the happenings in 
Panama with which the world is now familiar. 


It affords me pleasure to notify you that we reached 
Bucaramanga twenty-three days and four hours after 
sailing from New York. Our voyage would have 
been unusually pleasant had it not been for a very 
painful accident which occurred to me while coming 
up the Lebrija River ina canoe two days and a half 
before reaching the head of canoe navigation, where 
we met our mules. 

In order to save time by keeping the boatmen from 
stopping so often to cook, I undertook to prepare the 
early breakfast on board the canoe while it was run- 
ning, and while doing this a very large pot of boiling 
coffee was upset on my right thigh, scalding it badly 
almost from the hip joint to the knee and nearly all 
around. This, of course, made the remaining two 
days and a half in the canoe and three days on mule- — 
back exceedingly painful days for me. There was no 
place to stop; no doctor, no medicines, no bandages, © 
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no anything, except a few simple remedies which I 
had with me. 

I found my wife well and most of the children in 
good health, but two of them dangerously ill. 

We reached here on the afternoon of the 16th. A 
doctor was immediately summoned, and on first ex- 
amination said I would be a belpless man for at least 
fifteen days; but with rest, cessdtion from the mal- 
treatment of traveling, and the doctor’s remedies, the 
improvement has been so great during the three days 
we have been here that he now thinks I will be able 
to be up and at work in a week. 

When we reached Barranquilla there was a fresh 
rumor of war in the Isthmus of Panama, which was 
said to be caused by the invasion from Nicaragua. 
Leaving Barranquilla for this place is like entering a 
desert, and we had no more news until we reached 
here, and were surprised to learn that the Department 
of Panama had seceded from the Republic of Colombia 
and declared its independence. There is great ex- 
citement here, and a very strong feeling against 
Americans and everything that is American, because 
it is believed and asserted that the seceding depart- 
ment has the support of American gunboats. Of this 
I have no positive news, but you will know better 
than I what there is init. After I get on my feet and 
can take my bearings and after my typewriter arrives 
I will write you more fully. 


AN APPRECIATION FROM PERSIA. 

HE following letter from the Rev. John W. 
Wright, of Tabriz, Persia, is very gratifying to 
us, and we believe will be to all the friends of 

the Society. As has been stated heretofore, there is 
considerable difficulty in getting Bibles in certain 
languages into Persia at the present time, owing to 
a recent government order, but we are glad to know 
that three packages of Pocket English New Testa- 
ments have recently gotten through safely. Dr. 
Wright writes: 

They are much needed. I have not seen such a 
famine of the Word of God as we now have in Persia 
during my quarter of a century residence here. The 
country is everywhere open for gospel work as never 
before. I believe that to the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures broadcast among the people in years past is 
largely due, under the Spirit’s influence, the marked 
change which has come about in |the minds of 
the people of this ancient Bible land. “In due 
season we shall reap if we faint not.” With heart- 
felt thanks for all your Society has done and is 
doing for the circulation of God’s Word in this 
region, I remain, 

Yours fraternally, 
Joun W. Wricut, 
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REPORT OF THE REV. K. E, AURELL. 
HE Rev. K. E. Aurell writes of his Bible work 
tie in Japan, and it is evident that social or 
national unrest has not shut the door to our 


colporteur-evangelist. \ 
ToKyo, JAPAN, November 9, 1903. 


On the first day of October I started out for the 
great northern island, Hokkaido. As my train was 
rolling on my thoughts were centered on the chief 
object of this my first trip, and I took my precious 
Bible, opened it, and immediately my eyes fell on the 
following words: “For the word of God is living, and 
active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” I just thanked 
God with all my heart for the privilege of going to 
put this marvelous Word in the homes and hands of 
thousands of people in this empire. Already on my 
journey on both train and boat I found hungering 
souls to deal with and who gladly purchased Testa- 
ments. 

On the third Mr. Lawrence met me in the city of 
Hakodate, our plans being to work together a few 
days and then separate, each one to_take certain dis- 
tricts. But Mr. Lawrence, who had been up there a 
few days before me, had met with much annoyance, 
being suspected of being a Russian spy; even at one 
town he was hardly allowed to lodge in the hotels. 
After much consultation with a missionary and pray- 
erful consideration, we were led to leave the Hok- 
kaido field for the present and return to Aomori- 
Ken, which had not as yet been worked by the Bible 
Societies. Together we worked the two largest cit- 
ies and one town thoroughly, selling a.great number 
of Gospels, Testaments, and Bibles. It gave the 
greatest satisfaction to our hearts that we had been 
enabled to place so much of God’s Word in the hands 
of these people. 

On the nineteenth I separated ae Mr. Lawrence 
and went on to towns on the east coast of the prov- 
ince, called Nobechi and Hachinohe. 
towns belong to the districts that were stricken with 
famine last year. In going from house to house offer- 
ing Testaments or portions thereof, most of them 
would inquire what it was, and in answering, among 
other things I said, “It is what you call ‘ Yaso-kyo,’” 
[Christianity]. They exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, is that so!” 
and upon further explanation they were quite willing 
to buy Gospels, and not a few bought Testaments. 
In Nobechi the majority of the people are very poor, 
and a great many jcannot read. These, however, 


were willing to listen to my talks about their Creator — 


and his love for mankind ; and in quite a few instances. 


Gospels were bought by ose who could not read, but 


would have it read to them by somebody else, >My: 38 
heart was surely touched for these poor people sitting © 


Both of these ~ 
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in darkness, and my prayers were, and are to-day, 
that many Christians may be so burdened for them 
that they may send some one to them that will go 


THE REV. K. E. AURELL, 
Tokyo, Japan. 


from house to house, day in and day out, and read 
the“blessed Book to them. I believe this would bea 
most acceptable work to the Master, and would bring 
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about wonderful results. Just think of the thousands 
of men, women, and children thoughtless and dull 
even regarding their temporal existence, because 
they have nothing that quickens and inspires them. 
They are suffering for the want of the “ Light of 
Life!” 

Now our God did a wonderful thing last year in 
connection with the famine which came upon these 
people. The Christians all over the land sent them 
aid in their great distress, and this fact they are all 
aware of, and it has created a most kindly feeling 
toward Christianity. Consequently the doors were 
opened for the Book of books, bless God! 
open where man has failed ! 

In Hachinohe people also were easily induced to 
purchase the Scriptures. I was told that two or three 
years ago the people there were greatly opposed to 
Christianity, but now a most marked change has 
taken place. The three Christian native workers 
there were very much rejoiced to hear of the remark- 
able number of Scriptures I was enabled to place in 
the homes of their town. I also got in well with the 
students of the Middle School there. Every evening 
students would come in large numbers to where I 
was in the hotel to buy both English and Japanese 
Testaments. I had wonderful opportunities of deal- 
ing with them on spiritual lines. The Lord blessed 
me much also in giving the message there on a large 
meeting appointed for me by the Methodist worker. 

Though the work is hard on the body, the accom- 
modations and food being entirely different from 
what one has at home, it gives me the greatest pleas- 
ure to be in a position to get in touch with the multi- 
tudes. I love this work. May I ask all who may 
read this to pray for me! 


He can 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


DEATH OF DR. W. B. RANKIN. 

E are grieved to make record of the sudden 
death of the Rev. W. B. Rankin, D.D., Gen- 
eral Secretary of the John C. Martin Fund. 

Dr. Rankin was for many years one of the District 
Superintendents of this Society, and rendered invalua- 
ble service. Of late years he has given his best en- 
ergy and enthusiasm to the Martin Fund, and died in 
the harness, ._He had gone to Washington, Tenn., to 
hold a Bible Institute for the benefit of its pupils and 
the mountaineers in the vicinity, as well as to super- 


vise the Martin Bible Training School in connection 


with the College. 

He preached on Thanksgiving from the text, “ How 
much owest thou unto my Lord ?”’ and writes imme- 
diately afterward, “I was in good health, upon my 
old camping ground, in my native air, and the Lord 
gave{me freedom.” — 


{ 


Very soon after he was struck with neuralgia of the 
heart, and the Lord whom he'served so faithfully 
took him into his own presence. 

His death is a sore loss, especially to all who are 
interested in the evangelization of the negro in the 
South. Our readers will remember in the May, 1903, 
Record some account of the work of the Martin Fund, 
which Dr. Rankin represented. 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION AMONG THE KANSAS 
FLOOD SUFFERERS. 

HE Rev. George H. Eddy, of Kansas City, Kan., 

was jrecently granted several hundred Bibles 


and Testaments. Mr. Eddy is working in con- - | 


nection with the Presbyterian pastors of Kansas Cit; 
in reaching the flood sufferers. He sends now the 
following interesting account of his experiences. It 
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is full of stimulus and encouragement to persevere in 
Bible circulation: 

You are entitled to a turther report from me of the 
distribution of the Bibles you sent to my care for 
“Flood Sufferers,” now finished. Yours, together 
with about sixty copies from an association in Phila- 
delphia, were by no means all which have been given. 
Other distributers were busy. Yet from experience 
in canvassing, 1 am convinced that many more are 
needed. I found that while people were greatly 
pleased and truly grateful in getting the books, yet, 
through extreme modesty, with very few exceptions 
they had to be hunted up, But by these means many 
families of Roman Catholics and others were furnished 
with copies who otherwise would not have had them. 
Besides, it gave an opportunity for the visitor to learn 
their state before God, and give words of counsel 
which will bear fruit. 

Without an exception I was kindly welcomed, and 
hearty thanks expressed often more than once; and 
on leaving requested to “come again.’’ One woman, 
who evidently had but a scanty living, insisted on my 
“‘acceptiag at least a dime.” Others said, “ Thank 
God for sending a Bible in answer to prayer.” My 
visits invariably seemed accepted as a godsend. 
Some were so pleased they dropped their work and 
ran at once to tell a neighbor. 

The old Book has many friends and few enemies. 
In fact, not one word of disrespect was offered in the 
more than 300 homes visited. Many families were 
still living in small tents; some will have only their 
tent to shelter them this winter. With coal at $4.75 
per ton and wood at $7.50 per cord they will suffer. 


THE PARLOR BIBLE. 


HE following little parable is taken from the 
weekly “ Church Calendar,” published by the 
First Baptist Church at Elizabeth City, North 
Carolina, sometime ago. It is worth quoting because 
it is typical of the needs of many neighborhoods all 
over this country. 
There are not a few places where Christian people 
—not to speak of others—scarcely know where to 
turn to purchase a Bible, and oftentimes they pay 


_ large prices from simple lack of knowledge that there 


are cheaper ones. We receive continually letters, often 
very touching ones, appealing to us for single copies, 
or for a few copies to supply the needs of a neighbor- 
hood. 
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Here is the story called, “The Parlor Bible ” : 


“ Pastor, do you see that Bible there on my center 
table? That book cost me $16, and I made it 
sewing.” 

“Do you often read it, sister?” 4 

‘‘That is the trouble. You see it is too heavy for 
me to handle.” 

“So you do all your reading in a small Bible that 
cost you perhaps fifty cents, and you keep this as a 
parlor ornament, do you?”’ 

“No, this is the only Bible I have. I have not felt 
able to buy another; you seeI am poor, and I have 
to work hard for my living.” 

‘“‘ But why did you invest so much money in a Bible 
that would do you no real good ?’’ 

“Well, a smooth-tongue agent came along one day 
and made all manner of fun of my not having a family 
Bible. I had a small one which I gave him in ex- 
change for this fine one, and so he persuaded me to 
buy this one, which he said would reflect credit upon 
my religion.”’ 

«Sister, if you were going to buy a family Bible 
why did you not go to Melick’s store andgetone. A 
Bible there of this size and quality would have cost 
you about $6, instead of $16.” 

“T did not know that. How is it they can sell 
Bibles so much cheaper than agents do.” 

“IT take pleasure in explaining to you, sister, and I 
hope you will assist me in making this known among 
your friends. You see, the American Bible Society 
publishes nothing but the Scriptures. It is not a 
money-making corporation, but is maintained by gifts 
from churches and generous people all over the 
country. They give away a great many Bibles, and 
they never charge more than actual_cost for any 
Bible. This Society has depositories all over the 
country, where their Bibles are placed to be sold and 
given away. The depository for this county is 
Melick’s store, and the Board of.Managers consists 
of the resident ministers of the gospel in Elizabeth 
City.” 

“ Pastor, I have a neighbor, a sick woman, who just 
said to me she so wished she had a Testament and 
Psalms. Did you say they would give away a Bible 
to one who is not able to pay for it?” 

“Yes, upon my order, as one of the Board. Here 
is the order; will you get one for her?” 

“Thank you. I'll get itto-day. AndifI could only 
dispose of this huge Bible—I am ashamed of it—I 
would take the money and buy Bibles to give away.” 


oe a Soe 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


THE STORY OF MARY JONES AND HER 
BIBLE. * 


(Continued from last month. ] 
CHAPTERS IVs 


M R. EVANS’S farm was a curious, old-fashioned 
place. The house was a large, rambling 
building, with many queer ups and downs, 
and with oddly shaped windows in all sorts of unex- 
pected places. And yet there was an aspect of 
homely comfort about the house not always to be 
found in far finer and more imposing-looking resi- 
dences. At the back were the out buildings—the 
sheds and cow houses, the poultry pen, the stables 
and pigsties; while stretching away beyond these 
again were the home paddock, the drying-ground, 
and a small inclosed field which went by the name 
of Hospital Meadow, on account of its being used for 
disabled animals that needed a rest. 

With the farmer himself we made acquaintance two 
years ago at the meeting, when he spoke so kindly 
to Mary; and he was still the same good, honest, 
industrious, God fearing man, never forgetting in the 
claims and anxieties of his work what he owed to 
the Giver of all, who sends his rain for the watering 
of the seed, and his sun for the ripening of the 
harvest. 

Of Mrs. Evans we have already spoken, and if we 
add here that she was a true help-meet to her hus- 
band in matters both temporal and /spiritual, that is 
all we need say in her praise. 

This worthy couple had three ‘children, The eld- 
est was already grown up: she was a fine girl, and a 
great comfort and help to her mother. The younger 
children were boys, who went to a grammar school 
in a town a mile or two away: they were manly, 
high-spirited little fellows, well trained, and as honest 
and true as their parents. 

Mary’s shyness did not last long ; indeed it disap- 
peared wholly soon after she had crossed the thresh- 
old, where she was met by Mrs. Evans with a hearty 
welcome and a motherly kiss. 

“ Come in, little one,” said the good woman, draw - 
ing her into the cozy, old-fashioned kitchen, where 
a kettle was singing on the hob, and an enticing 
fragrance of currant shortcake, baking ;for an early 


- tea, scented the air. 


‘There, get warm, dear,’’ said Mrs. Biand ‘and 
then you shall go to the parlor aud study the Bible. 
And have you got a pencil and scrap of paper to take 
notes if you want them?’”’ 

“Yes, thank you, ma’am, I brought them with me,” 


_ replied Mary. 


* By permission of American Tract Society. 
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For a few minutes she sat there basking in the 
pleasant, cheery glow of the firelight ; then she was 
admitted to the parlor, where, on the table in the 
center of the room, and covered reverently with a 
clean white cloth, was the precious book. 

It must not be thought from the care thus taken of 
it that the Bible was never used. On the contrary, it 
was always read at prayers night and morning ; and 
the farmer, whenever he had a spare half hour, liked 
nothing better than to study the sacred book and 
seek to understand its teachings. 

“ There’s no need to tell you to be careful of our 
Bible, and to turn over the leaves gently, Mary, I’m 
sure,” said Mrs. Evans; “ you would do that any way, 
I know. And now, my child, I’ll leave you and the 
Bible together. When you’ve learned your lesson 
for Sunday school, and read all you want, come back 
into the kitchen and have some tea before you go.” 

Then the good farmer’s wife went away, leaving 
Mary alone with a Bible for the first time in her life. 

Presently the child raised the napkin, and, folding 
it neatly, laid it on one side. 

Then, with trembling hands, she opened the book, 
opened it at the fifth chapter of John, and her eyes 
caught these words: “Search the Scriptures ; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me.” 

“T will! I will!” she cried, feeling as if.the words 
were spoken directly to her by some divine voice.. 
“T will search and learn allI can. Oh, if Ihad buta 
Bible of my own!” And this wish, this sigh for the 
rare and coveted treasure, was the keynote to a 
grand chorus of glorious harmony which, years after, 
spread in volume until it rolled in waves of sound 
over the whole earth. 

When Mary had finished studying the Scripture 
lesson for the morrow, and had enjoyed a plentiful 
meal in the cozy kitchen, she said good-by to her 
kind friends and set off on her homeward journey, 
her mind full of the one great longing, out of whieh a 
resolution was slowly shaping itself. 

It was formed at last. 

“T must havea Bible of my own!” she said aloud, 
in the earnestness of her purpose. “I must have one, 
if I save up for it for ten years! ’’ and by the time this 
was settled in her mind the child had reached her 
home. ' 

Christmas had come, and with it some holidays for 
Mary and the other scholars who attended the school 
at Abergynolwyn ; but our little heroine would only 
have been sorry for the cessation of lessons, had it 
not been that during the holidays she had determined 
to commence carrying out her plan of earning some- 
thing toward the purchase of a Bible. 
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Without neglecting her home duties, she managed 
to undertake little jobs of work, for which the neigh- 
bors were glad to give her trifle. Now it was to 
mind a baby while the mother was at the washtub. 
Now to pick up sticks and brushwood in the woods 
for fuel; or to help to mend and patch the poor gar- 
ments of the family for a worn, weary mother, who 
was thankful to give a small sum for this timely, wel- 
come help. 

It was about this time that good Mrs. Evans, know- 
ing the child’s earnest wish and wanting to encourage 
and help her, made her the present of a fine cock and 
two hens. ‘ 

‘‘Nay, nay, my dear, don’t thank me,” said she, 
when Mary was trying to tell her how grateful she 
was; ‘‘I’ve done it, first to help you along with that 
Bible you’ve set your heart on, and then, too, because 
I love you and like to give you pleasure. So now, 
my child, when the hens begin to lay, which will be 
early in the spring, you can sell your eggs, for these 
will be your very own to do what you like with, and 
you can put the money to any use you please. I 
think I know what you’ll do with it,’ added Mrs. 
Evans, with a smile. 

But the Christmas holidays were soon over, and 
then it was difficult for Mary to keep up with her 
daily lessons and her Sunday-school tasks, the latter 
involving the weekly visits to the farmhouse for the 
study of the Bible. What with these and her home 
duties, sometimes weeks passed without her having 
time to earn a penny toward the purchase of the 
sacred treasure. 

Sometimes, too, she was rather late in reaching 
home on the Saturday evenings, and now and again 
Molly was uneasy about her. For Mary would come 
by short cuts over the hills, along ways which, how- 
ever safe in the daytime, were rough and unpleasant, 
if not dangerous, after dark; and in these long winter 
evenings the daylight vanished very early. 

It was on one of these occasions that Molly and 
Jacob Jones were sitting and waiting for their 
daughter. 

The old clock had already struck eight. 
never been so late as this before. 

“Our Molly ought to be home, Jacob,” said Molly, 
breaking a silence disturbed only by the noise of 
Jacob’s busy loom. “It’s got as dark as dark, and 
there’s no moon to-night. The way’s a rugged one, 


She had 


if she comes the short cut across the hill, and she’s. 


not one to choose a long road if she can find a 
shorter, bless her! She’s more than after her time. 
I hope no harm’s come to the child,” and Molly 
walked to the window and looked out. 

‘Don’t be fretting yourself, Molly,” replied Jacob, 
pausing in his work, “Mary’s out on a good errand, 
and he who put the love of good things in her heart 
will take care of her in her going out and in her com- 
ing in, from henceforth, even for evermore.” 
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Jacob spoke solemnly, but with atone of conviction 
that comforted his wife, as words of his had often 
done before ; andjust then a light step bounded up 
to the door, the latch was lifted, and Mary’s lithe, 
young figure entered the cottage, her dark eyes shin- 
ing with intelligence, her cheeks flushed with exer- 
cise, a look of eager animation overspreading the 
whole of her bright face and seeming to diffuse a 
radiance round the cottage, while it shone reflected 
in the countenances of Jacob and Molly. 

“Well, child, what have you learned to-day?” 
questioned Jacob. ‘‘Have you studied your lesson 
for the Sunday school ?”’ 

“ Aye, father, that I have, and a beautiful lesson it 
was,” responded the child. “It was the lesson and 
Mr. Evans together that kept me so late.” 

“How so, Mary?” asked Molly. “We've been 
right down uneasy about you, fearing lest something 
had happened to you.’’ 

“ You needn’t have been so, mother, dear,” replied 
the little girl, with something of her father’s quiet 
assurance. “God knew what I was about, and he 
would not let any harm come to me. Oh, father, the 
more I read about him the more I want to know, 
and I shall never rest until I’ve a Bible of my own. 
But to-day I’ve brought home a big bit of the farmer’s 
Bible with me.” 

‘‘What do you mean, Mary? How could you do 
such a thing ?j” questioned Molly in amazement. 


“ Only in my head, mother, dear, of course,” replied © 


the child ; then in a lower voice she added, “‘ axd my 
heart.” 

“ And what is the bit?’ asked Jacob. 

“Tt’s the seventh chapter of Matthew,” said Mary. 
“Our Sunday lesson was from the first verse to the 
end of the twelfth verse. But it was so easy and so 


beautiful, that I went on and on till I’d learned the ~ 


whole chapter. 

“Mark my words, w,fe,” said Jacob that night, 
when Mary had gone to bed, ‘‘that child will do a 
work for the Lord before she dies. See you not how 


he himself is leading and guiding his lamb into — 


green pastures and beside still waters? Why, Molly, 
when she repeated that verse, ‘Ask, and ye shall 


receive,’ I saw her eyes shine and her cheeks glow q 
again, and I knew she was thinking of the Bible that — 


she’s set her heart on, and which I doubt not she’s — 


praying for often enough when we know nothing 


} 
; 


about it. And the Lord he will give it her some day. _ 
Of that I’m moral certain. Yes, Molly, our Mary — 


will have her Bible! ” 
[ To be continued. | 
MORE LIGHT ON BIBLE HYMNS. 
By the Rev. James H. Ross. 
NE form of the famous hymn, “Jerusalem, My 


Happy Home,” was published in England in 
the latter part of the sixteenth century. It was 


4 


ae 


January, 1904 


entitled, “‘The True Description of the Everlast- 
ing Joys of Heaven”—to the tune of “O Man in 
Desperation.”’ It was undated, but is supposed to 
have been printed about 1575, The last three stan- 
zas in an altered form were appended to several edi- 
tions of the English Bible in the early part of the 
seventeenth century, beginning: 
“ Here is the spring whence waters flow.” 

The altered stanzas, consisting of twelve lines, were 
made to express the beauty and value of the Scrip- 
tures. The Rev. John Julian, of Nincobank, England, 
the greatest hymnologist in the world, in his Diction- 
ary of Hymnology, says: 

“ The lines are printed on the page facing the Title- 
page of an Edition of the Bible pub. by C. Barker, in 


London, in 1575, and read, together with the various 
references to Holy Scripture, as follows: 
Of the incomparable trea- 


sure of the holy Scriptures with a prayer 
for the true use of the same— 


Esai. 12, 3, & Here is the spring where waters flowe, 
49, 10. to quenche our heate of sinne: 

reuel. 21, 16, Here is the tree where trueth doth grow, 
& 22, 17. to leade our liues therein; 


Jeremi. 33, 15. 
reuel. 2, 7, 22, 


a2. 
psal. 119, 141, 
14, 
Here is the Judge that stintes the strife, 

when men’s deuices faile: 

John 6, 25. Here is the bread that feedes the life, 
that death cannot assaile. 

Luke 2, 10. The tidings of saluation deare, 

. comes to our ears from hence: 

Ephes. 6, 16. The fortresse of our faith is here, 
and shield of our defence, 

Matth. 7, 6. Then be not like the hogge that hath 
a pearl at his desire, 

2 Pet. 2, 22. And takes more pleasure of the trough 


and wallowing in the myre. 


Matth., 6, 22. Reade not this booke in any case, 


but with a single eye: 


Psal. 119, 27, Reade not but first desire God’s grace 
73. to understand thereby. 

Jude 20. Praye still in faith with this respect, 

j to fructifie therein, 


Psal. 119, 11. That knowledge may bring this effect 


To mortifie thy sinne. 


Then happie thou in all thy life, 
What so to thee befalles: 

Yea double happie shalt thou be, 
When God by death thee calles. 


O Gracious God and moft mercifull Father, which haft 
vyouchfafed us the rich and precious jewell of thy holy word 
affist us with thy Spirit, that it may be written in our hearts 
to our everlafting comfort, to reform us, to renew us accord- 
ing to thine owne Image, to build us up, and edifie us into 
the perfect building of thy Christ, Sanctifying and encreafing 
in us all heavenly vertues. Graunt this, O heavenly Father, 
for Jefus Chrift’s sake. Amen.” 


‘Joh. 1, 8, 
pee psal. lt 2. 
Psal. 94, 12, 13. 


““We have seen these lines, including the prayer,, 
If he had been the author, we 


‘attributed to Beza. 
should expect to find them in an edition of the 
English Bible printed at Geneva at or about the 
same date as the above. Inthe British Museum there 
is a copy printed at Geneva by John Crispin in 1569; 


BrsLe Socrety RECORD 


15 


but the lines are not therein. Not having any reli- 
able evidence either for Beza or for any other writer, 


we must therefore give these lines and the prayer as 
Anon,”’ 


THE COMPLETE BIBLE IN MODERN ENGLISH. 


od Re Society has just added to its library the 
translation of the entire Bible into modern 

almost colloquial, English, by Mr. Ferrar 
Fenton, of England, who claims descent from the 
martyr Bishop Ferrar, Dr. Fenton, one of the trans- 
lators of the authorized version of the New Testa- 
ment, and other distinguished Englishmen. 

Mr. Ferrar Fenton, F. R. A. S., was brought up in 
the Church of England and designed for its ministry. 
But the German School of Higher Criticism attracted 
him, and he turned from the ministry and gave his 
life to extensive commercial enterprises and colonial 
organization. As a student of history he had ob- 
served that nations who disregarded religion were 
doomed to decay, and, as a young man, in 1853, he 
conceived the idea of recalling his race to a deeper 
religious spirit, through enlisting their interest in the 
Bible, by rendering it into the speech of the present 
day. He devoted himself to the study of the origi- 
nal languages, reading the Scriptures in Greek and 
Hebrew only, for many years. 

He held aloof from all denominations, that he 
might not be theologically biased in his views by 
any church connections. In 1883 he issued the first 
edition of the Pauline epistles. His New Testament 
was issued complete in 1894. In 1900 Vol. I of the » 
Old Testament was published, and Volumes II to 
IV followed in the next three years. The British 
and Foreign Bible Society has placed his work in its 
library, and asked for a history of his translation for 
incorporation in its contemporary history. The 
work is being largely circulated through the English- 
speaking world. 

It can be had in the five-volume edition, at $1.10 
per volume, or complete in one volume for $4.25, by 
sending the amount, in a registered letter, to William 
M. Langdon, 635 Park Avenue, New York. 


THE BOOK. 


HE Bible is the Book of books. There is noth- 
la ing like it in the literature of any language. 
It is unique and exceptional as to its Author, - 
composition, contents, use and influence. It has a 
divine origin, possesses a composite character, con- 
tains materials rich and varied, is designed for in- 
struction, inspiration, quickening, guidance and salva- H 
tion, and has moved and controlled almost countless 
multitudes in the past, and is to-day the best, most 
highly prized, and most potential volume in Christen- _ 
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dom, while it has before it a growing and widening 
influence as the years come and go. 

Before it took shape, man lived on the spoken 
word of God. Up to the time of Moses there was no 
written Bible. He received God’s communications 
and was commissioned to give them a recorded form. 
’ When Joshua came on the stage of action, he was 
commanded to live and work by the book of the Law, 
or to “meditate therein day and night, that thou may- 
est observe to do all according to all that is written 
therein.” In due time the prophets became the 
mouthpiece of God, and there was an enlargement of 
the sacred volume. The Jews, in later periods, had 
the Old Testament in its fullness as their Scriptures, 
and it became their authoritative and interpreting 
guide-book for time and eternity. With the advent 
of him to whom Law and Prophecy pointed, a change 
occurred. He who “spake as never man spake,” and 
who was divine as well as human, made a fuller and 
clearer revelation of God’s will, and after him, under 
the Holy Spirit’s illumination and direction, inspired 
men were raised up and qualified to give the wosld 
the New Testament, with its Gospels, its Acts of the 
Apostles, its Epistles, and its Apocylypse. Since 
then there has been no further addition to the divine 
Word. The Book which goes by God’s name and 
which bears the stamp of his authority, now appears 
in its completeness for human study and service. It 
is given, not to one race, as was the Hebrew Bible, 
but to all mankind, for both the Old and New Testa- 
ments, composing the one great Book of the Lord, 
are the record of his will for the enlightenment, 
uplifting, and redemption of all nations and of all 
times. 

The religion, which has in it the hope and potency 
of a pure and blessed life here and of an endless and 
glorified life hereafter, is a Book religion. It is not 
something that is left to human ingenuity or device, 
nor is it a product of passing conditions and arrange- 
ments, but the outcome of a divine revelation. It 
has a historic and orderly development. It has 
linked with it a fourfold dispensation—patriarchal, 
Levitical, prophetical, and Christian. Mankind is to 
consult and to be guided by God’s will as revealed at 
divers times and in divers manners through his au- 
thorized agents. He has not permitted each age to 
write its own Bible, nor each individual to write one 
for himself. He summons one and all to “.The Law 
and to the Testimony”’; to “ Moses and the Proph- 
ets”; to “Christ and the Apostles.” ‘All Scripture 
_ is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” No- 
where else can an adequate and saving knowledge of 
God and of his Son, Jesus Christ, be found. No 


other source of information in regard to what God- 


would have man to believe and to practice has been 
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discovered. The Bible alone reveals the truth of 
truths, the world of worlds, and the treasure of treas- 
ures. It only contains the safe and unerring rule of 
life for time and for eternity. A religion founded 
upon it, nourished by it, and developed through it, is 
the only religion worth having. Christianity bears 
this mark of its essential and abiding character. It 
is a Bible religion, and this guarantees and insures its 
blessedness and perpetuation. 

As we open the Bible and study its contents to 
ascertain the nature, scope, magnitude and extent of 
the religion which it inculcates and requires, we find 
a growing and lasting confidence in it. About it 
gather all the elements suited to our nature. It ap- 
peals to our reason as well as to our emotions. It sat- 
isfies our mind, heart, and life. It answers the deepest 
and fullest longing of our being. It gives us all that 
is needful to live by, all that is worth living for, and 
all that enables us to die sweetly, happily, and tri- 
umphantly, It gilds the future with hope, as well 
as inspires and radiates the present. It brings to our 
aid a loving and omnipotent Father, a reliable Sav- 
iour, a renewing and sanctifying Spirit, and a sustain- 
ing and overcoming grace. It holds out a heaven to 
be won, and a hell to be avoided. It covers both 
worlds, and assures of a glad and grand consumma- 
tion to all who are true to its teachings and faithful 
to him who gave it asa lamp to the feet and a light 
to the path here and hereafter.— 7he Presbyterian. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A was held in the Bible House, Thursday, 
December 17, 1903, at 3.30 p.m.—James H, 

Taft, Esq., Vice-President of the Society, in the chair. 
The Rev. F. M. North, D.D., read from the second 


SPECIAL Meeting of the Board of Managers — 


chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and offered 


prayer. 


The special object of the meeting was to consider — 
the financial condition of the Society. The report of — 


the Finance Committee on this subject was taken up — 


and considered and also a statement furnished by the _ 


Secretaries. After full consideration the suggestions 
of the Secretaries as to new measures for the increase 


of the Society’s income was adopted. A Special 


Committee consisting of Messrs. Ingram, Sturges and 
Jackson were appointed to co-operate with the Secre- 
taries in the drawing up of a statement to be sent to 
the constituency of the Society. 


; 
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ANDERSON FOWLER. 


‘The American Bible Soctety ts tn urgent need 
of funds tnmmedtately. 


(SEE PAGE 1.) 


The following are the best forms for contributing to its treasury : 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 
I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed in New York, 
‘in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 


‘hundred and forty-one, the stm Of n-ne , to be applied to the 
charitable uses and purposes of said Society. $ 


\ 


FORM FOR INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
William Foulke, Treasurer, 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. ae eee 1904 
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HOLY BIBLE, 


OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: || 


The American Bible Society Desires to Call Attention 
to its Full Line of | : 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS 


FOR 


Sunday Schools and Mission Work 


SPECIAL ATTENTION is called to the following Editions : ; 


Price List 


268 AGATE TESTAMENT, 32mo, Cloth, Red Edge, Round Corners (cut flush). 5 
_ 267 AGATE TESTAMENT, 32mo, Cloth, Red Edge . , ~ aN ‘ 8 
478 AGATE BIBLE, 24mo, Cloth, Red Edge. OR 
146 MINION BIBLE, 18mo, Cloth, Round Corners, Red Edge 5 j M ‘ 20 
131 NONPAREIL BIBLE, 12mo, Cloth, Red Edge . & 25 
95 BREVIER BIBLE, 12mo, Cloth, Red Edge (Indexed ee 0c. chee 242 Sam 
106% MINION REFERENCE BIBLE, 12mo, Roan, Flexible, Divinity Circuit, Round : 
Corners, Red Under Gold or Gilt Edge, with Maps (Indexed Edges {0c.extra) 1.10 
61% BOURGEOIS REFERENCE BIBLE, Octavo, Roan, Flexible, Divinity Circuit, hy 
Round Corners, Red Under Gold or Gilt Edge, with Maps (Indexed Edges a 
10c. extra) . ‘ ~ 1.758 
60 BOURGEOIS REFERENCE BIBLE, Octavo, Tasker Moire: Flexible, y 
Divinity Circuit, Round Corners, Leather Lined, Red Under Gold or Gilt’. = 
Edge, with Maps (Indexed Edges 10c. extra) ; anh Se ° ¥ 


64 BOURGEOIS REFERENCE BIBLE, Octavo, Extra Quality Thin Pape’ sR 
Turkey Morocco, Flexible, Divinity Circuit, Round geen Silk ke nse 
Leather Lined, Red under Gold Edge, with Maps . 


_ FAMILY BIBLES in Roan and Turkey Morocco from. Bey 
| Full Descriptive Catalogue Mailed on Application. $ J 25 to $ “a 
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